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A Protestant Family Passover Haggadah1  
 
[Table setting: candles, glass for wine at each plate; wine; one plate with the six 
symbols (roasted lamb bone, roasted egg, matzah, and parsley, horseradish, 
charoseth); cloth ‘bag’ (matzo tash) for the three matzot wafers; white cloth for the 
aphikomen; dishes of parsley, matzah] 
 
CANDLES 
[Lights dimmed; mother of the company lights candles and prays. . .] 
Baruch ata Adonai Elohaynu melech ha-olam.  
Blessed art Thou, O Lord our God, King of the Universe. 
You sent your Son, your only Son, Y’shua the Messiah, to be the light of the world 
and our Paschal Lamb, that through him we might live. Amen 
 
[Father of the Company says. . .] 
Tonight is a special night. Tonight we celebrate the traditional ritual meal Jesus 
celebrated the night before he was killed -- the Passover. 
 
When John the Baptist saw Jesus, he said, “Behold the lamb of God who takes 
away the sins of the world” (John 1:29). The Apostle Paul later said, “Christ, our 
Passover, is sacrificed for us. Come and let us join the Feast” (ICor 5:7, 8). 
 
So tonight we celebrate God’s deliverance of His people Israel and the ultimate 
sacrifice of His Son, Jesus, the Messiah. 
 

FIRST CUP -- KIDDUSH (Sanctification) 
[Father picks up the first cup of wine and says. . .] 
Throughout his life Jesus would have begun every sabbath and festival 
day with an act of sanctification, remembering his Father as Creator, Giver 
of Rest, and Redeemer, praising God for wine that makes glad the heart of 

man and for bread that strengthens man’s heart (Ps 104:15). 
 
At the beginning of this evening we rededicate ourselves to God who has given 
us gifts of grace, not through our merits, but only because of his abounding love 
and mercy. We thank him for giving us this Passover festival to remind us of 
Israel’s deliverance from Egyptian bondage, and for showing love to all people by 
sending Jesus into the world to save mankind from the slavery of sin (John 8:34). 
 
Baruch ata Adonai Elohaynu melech ha-olam, boray p'ree haggafen. Blessed art 
Thou, O Lord our God, King of the Universe, who gives us the fruit of the vine.  
 
[Everyone drinks from the first cup.] 
 

 
1 Material adapted from Lipson, Erice-Peter, “Passover Haggadah,” San Fransicso: Jews for Jesus 

Publishing, 1986; and Ceil and Moishe Rosen, “Christ in the Passover,” Chicago: Moody Press, 1978. 
Consult these sources for a more complete understanding of the elements and how the Christian 
elements blend with the traditional Jewish Passover. 
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Baruch ata Adonai Elohaynu melech ha-olam.  
Blessed art Thou, O Lord our God, King of the Universe, who hast kept us alive 
and sustained us, and brought us to this season. 
 
 
KARPAS -- Parsley for Hyssop 
[Father picks up the karpas (celery, parsley or lettuce) and hands a small portion to 
every person and says. . .] 
On the night of the first Passover, God commanded the Israelites to dip a branch 
of hyssop into the blood of the sacrificial lamb and sprinkle the blood on the door 
of their houses. This karpas symbolizes this hyssop. The green herb also 
symbolizes life, salt water tears. This reminds us that even though we have been 
delivered from sin, we still have tears in this life. 
 
Baruch ata Adonai Elohaynu melech ha-olam. Blessed art Thou, O Lord our God, 
King of the Universe, who creates the fruit of the earth. 
 
[Everyone dips the greens into the salt water twice and eats it.] 
 
 
YACHATZ  -- Breaking of Matzah 
[Father takes the middle cake of matzah, holds it up and breaks it; he takes the larger 
piece, the aphikoman and wraps it in a white cloth and hides it; he returns the smaller of 
the broken middle piece and returns is to the pouch or plate; he then takes the small 
matzah, holds it up and says. . .] 
This is like the Bread of Affliction which the Israelites ate in the land of Egypt. Let 
all who are hungry come and eat. Let all who are in need come and celebrate the 
Passover. Many today are enslaved by sin and many by oppressors. May all be 
made free through Y’shua ha-Mashiach, Jesus, the Messiah. 
 
[Father replaces the bread and refills the wine glasses.] 
 
 
MAH NISHTANAH -- FOUR QUESTIONS 
[The youngest son present asks. . .] 

Why is this night different from all other nights? 
1) Other nights we may eat either leavened bread or unleavened bread; this night 
only unleavened. 
2) Other nights we may eat any kind of herbs; tonight we must eat bitter herbs. 
3) Other nights we do not dip even once; tonight twice -- parsley into salt water, 
and later a bitter herb into charoset. 
4) Other nights we eat sitting or reclining, as we please; tonight we should all 
recline. 
 
[Father recounts the deliverance of Israel from Egypt: Joseph’s rule, Egypt’s 
oppression, Moses’ birth, burning bush, 10- plagues (place one drop of wine in a saucer 
as each plague is named), Passover-sacrifice and meal, and the Red Sea.] 
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Da-yenu - It Would Have Been Enough for Us 
 
Celebrant Company 
Had he but brought us out of Egypt Da-yenu 
Had he judged the Egyptians Da-yenu 
And destroyed their gods Da-yenu 
Had he slain their firstborn Da-yenu 
And given us their riches Da-yenu 
Had he divided the sea to let us pass through Da-yenu 
But sank our foes into the depths Da-yenu 
Then supplied our needs for forty years Da-yenu 
And fed us with manna in the wilderness Da-yenu 
Had he given us the Sabbath to renew our strength Da-yenu 
And brought us to hear him at Mount Sinai Da-yenu 
Giving us his Torah to guide us Da-yenu 
Planned and built the Tabernacle, his dwelling place Da-yenu 
Brought us to the land he promised to Israel Da-yenu 
Consecrated the Temple he permitted to be built Da-yenu 
Sent Jesus, the “Temple not built with hands” Da-yenu 
That atonement be made for all our sins Da-yenu 
 
THREE SYMBOLS OF THE FEAST 
[Father points to each of the following items and explains them. There are actually four, 
not just three.] 
 
Unbroken Lamb Bone (z’roah) 
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 * recalls the paschal lamb in Egypt whose blood was sprinkled on the door 
posts of Israeli houses; 

 * recalls John the Baptist’s, “Behold, the lamb of God, who takes away the 
sins of the world” (John 1:29) 

Egg (chagigah) 
 * recalls the peace offerings just after the evening of Passover 
 * symbol of mourning because our sins are responsible for His death, but 

also it is a  
 * symbol of hope because He rose from the dead as shall we to live forever 

with him 
Unleavened Bread (matzah) 
 * reminds us that on the night of the 1st Passover, the people did not have 

time for the bread to rise 
 * Paul also says, “Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed for us. Therefore, let 

us keep the feast not with the leaven of malice or wrong doing, but with 
unleavened bread of sincerity and truth” (I Cor 5:7-8) 

Bitter Herbs (three kinds – salt water, parsley, horseradish)  
 * recalls the bitterness of Israel’s slavery in Egypt 
 * warns us against the bitter slavery of sin 
 

 
SECOND CUP – HALLEL (Thanksgiving, Praise) 
[Everyone picks up the second cup of thanksgiving; father says. . .] 
 
Let us then recite before Him a new song: Hallelujah! 
[Everyone puts down their cups and together they recite Psalm 113.] 

 
Celebrant Company 
Praise, O servants of the Lord. . . . . .praise the name of the Lord. 
Let the name of the Lord be praised. . . . . .both now and forevermore. 
From the rising of the sun to the place 
where it sets. . .  

. . .the name of the Lord is to be praised. 

The Lord is exalted over all the nations. . . . . .his glory above the heavens. 
Who is like the Lord our God, the one who 
sits enthroned on high, 

. . .who stoops down to look on the 
heavens and the earth. 

He raises the poor from the dust. . . . . .and lifts the needy from the ash heap; 
He seats them with princes, . .   . . .with princes of their people. 
He settles the barren woman in her home.  
 

. . . as a happy mother of children. 

Praise the Lord 
 
 
[Everyone picks up their cup. The Father says. . . ] 
 
Baruch ata Adonai Elohaynu melech ha-olam.  
Blessed art Thou, O Lord our God, King of the Universe. You redeemed your 
people from Egypt and you have redeemed us to be your children through 
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Y’shua, the Messiah, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins 
through his death. 
 
Baruch ata Adonai Elohaynu melech ha-olam, boray p'ree haggafen. 
Blessed art Thou, O Lord our God, King of the Universe. You have created the 
fruit of the vine. 
 
[Everyone drinks the second cup.] 
 
THE MEAL 
Rachatzah -- Washing of Hands  [Skip] 
 
Matzah -- Thanks for Daily Bread and for Bread of Affliction 
[Father says. . .] 
The top wafer of matzah, like the bottom, reminds us of the manna that in the 
wilderness sustained the Israelites with physical health. Yet, man does not live by 
bread alone but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God. Jesus tells 
us to eat living bread which gives us eternal life. 
 
[Father breaks off for each person a piece of the top matzah wafer and a piece of the 
middle matzah and passes it around to everyone.] 
[Father says blessings.] 
Baruch ata Adonai Elohaynu melech ha-olam.  
Blessed art Thou, O Lord our God, King of the Universe. You set us apart by your 
commandment to eat unleavened bread. 
[Everyone eats the two pieces of bread together.] 
 
Korech -- Sandwich 
[Father says. . .] 
When Jesus was a child and sat learning at the Temple, one of the rabbis who 
was impressed with his learning may have been Hillel. He set up the custom of 
combining bitter herbs and matzah to fulfill the Scripture, “with unleavened bread 
and with bitter herbs they shall eat it” (Exodus12:8; cf. Numbers 9:11).  
[Father makes a sandwich of the matzah, horse radish and charoset, passes it out to 
everyone.] 
So in keeping with this tradition, we make a sandwich of matzah, horse radish 
and charoset. The bitterness of the horseradish reminds us of the bitterness of 
sin. The charoset reminds us of the mortar the Israelites used as they were forced 
to make bricks for Pharaoh.  
 
[Father says. . .] 
Baruch ata Adonai Elohaynu melech ha-olam.  
Blessed art Thou, O Lord our God, King of the Universe. You set us apart by your 
commandment to eat the bitter herb. 
[Everyone eats it.] 
 
 
Main Meal 
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[Everyone eats the main meal; many Messianic Jews eat lamb] 
 
 
TSAPHOON -- THE HIDDEN 
[After the main meal, the children search for the aphikoman; the one who finds it gets a 
prize. [Fill the third and fourth cup.] 
[Father says. . .] 
God said to Moses, “For this commandment which I command you today, it is not 
too hidden for you, nor is it far off. . . .but very near to you. . . that you may do it” 
(Ex 30:11, 14, KJV). 
 
[Father takes the aphikoman and says. . .] 
The night he was delivered up, Jesus took bread and gave thanks.  
Baruch ata Adonai Elohaynu melech ha-olam.  
Blessed art Thou, O Lord our God, King of the Universe. We thank you for 
sending us Jesus the Messiah, who broke bread. . .  
 
[Break the aphikomen.] 
 
. . .and gave it to his disciples. 
 
[Pass around the pieces of matzah.] 
 
Feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 
 
[All eat and say. . .] 
 
“Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!” (II Cor 9:15) 
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THIRD CUP -- BLESSING 
[Everyone lifts the cup; father says. . .] 
On the night he was betrayed, Jesus said, “I say to you, I will not drink of 
this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it new with 
you in My Father’s kingdom. For this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for many for the remission of sins (Matt 26:29, 28). 
“This cup is the new covenant in My blood. This do, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me” (I Cor 11:25). 
 
[Everyone drinks the third cup.] 
 
[Father says. . .] 
“For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s 
death till he comes” (I Cor 11:26).  
 

 
FOURTH CUP -- COMPLETION 
[Father says. . .] 
After he was betrayed, Jesus was tried before the Sanhedrin, before the 
Roman governor Pilot, sentenced to death and crucified.  
He finally cried out, “It is finished!” and died. 

He was then buried in a borrowed tomb. But on the third day, the first day 
of the week, He rose from the dead. 
 
[Everyone lifts the fourth cup.] 
  
And he lives today. 
 
Baruch ata Adonai Elohaynu melech ha-olam, boray p'ree haggafen. 
Blessed art Thou, O Lord our God, King of the Universe, who has created the fruit 
of the vine. Where we were once without hope and without God in the world, You 
now give life to us and make us willing and ready to live for you. 
  
To the new Jerusalem in the new heavens and new earth. Maranatha! Come, Oh 
Lord!  Amen. 
 
[Everyone drinks.]  
 
The grace and peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 


